NEW JERSEY BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES, 1665-1800

	Name:
	Borden Family

	Text:
	Richard Borden baptized Feb. 22, 1595-6, married Sept. 28, 1625, Jane Fowle, born Feb. 15, 1604. He was admitted an inhabitant of Aquidneck, R. I., in 1638, and on May 20 was allotted five acres. On March 16, 1641, he became a freeman. In 1665 he and Benjamin Borden (his son. then a minor), James Grover and others, all of Gravesend, L. I., bought considerable tracts of land at Neversink, Narumson and Portupick, in Monmouth county, N. J., for which he contributed œ9, and was allotted three shares. Richard was a Deputy to the General Court in 1667-70, indicating that he had returned from Long Island, if, indeed, he ever removed from Rhode Island. He died May 25, 1671, and was buried in "the burying place that Robert Dennis gave Friends in Portsmouth," R. I. His (nuncupative) will was proved May 31, 1671, by the Town Council, on testimony concerning the wishes of the deceased. By its provisions land in New Jersey was left to his son Francis. His personal estate was inventoried at œ1572 8s. 9d. His widow, Joan Fowle, d. July 16, 1688.--Genealogical Dictionary of Rhode Island, by John Osborne Austin, 1887, 23-24; Monmouth County Deeds, AAC; Hist. Burlington and Mercer Counties, 454; Old Times in Old Monmouth, 207; Borden Genealogy. His children were:

Second Generation.

i. Thomas2, m. Mary Harris, Jan. 20, 1664; d. Nov. 25, 1676; she d. March 22, 1718. He lived at Portsmouth, N. H.

2. ii. Francis2, b. in England; m. Jane Vicars, 12th of 4th mo., 1677; d. 19th 1st mo., 1704-5. His will is dated May 24, 1703; codicil, Feb. 18, 1705.

iii. Matthew2, born May 16, 1638; married Sarah Clayton, March 4, 1674; died July 5, 1708; she died April 19, 1735, aged 82. He lived at Portsmouth, R. I. He was "the first English child born on Rhode Island," say Friends' records. He owned land on Cooper's creek, Gloucester county, in 1685. A patent was issued to him for 400 acres on Crosswicks creek and John Tomlinson's Run, 4th mo. 1695.--N. J. Archives, XXI., 377, 651.

iv. John2, born September, 1640; married Mary Earle, Dec. 25, 1670; d. June 4, 1716; she was born 1655, and d. June, 1734. He lived at Portsmouth, R. I. He devised to his daughters, Hope and Mary Borden, all his lands in Shrewsbury, N. J., and certain lands in Pennsylvania. He owned land in Monmouth county as early as 1687. See N. J. Archives, XXI., 99.

v. Joseph2, born July 3, 1643; married Hope -. He lived at Portsmouth, R. I., and at Barbadoes, W. I. Joseph Borden, of Chester county, Pa., cordwainer, bought a tract of 356 acres of land at Oneanickon, alias Carmell, Springfield township, Burlington county, Dec. 1, 1701.--N. J. Archives, XXI., 531.

vi. Sarah2, born May, 1644; married Jonathan Holmes, b. cir. 1637, son of Obadiah and Catherine Holmes; she died about 1705; he died in 1713. She had 9 children.

vii. Samuel2, born July, 1645; married Elizabeth Crosse, June 1, 1679. On Feb. 10, 1672, he sold Lewis Mattox, of Portsmouth, R. I., a share of land in Monmouth, N. J. He is said to have removed to Westchester, N. Y., prior to his marriage, but was afterwards at Philadelphia, where he died. He was a member of the West Jersey Assembly in 1682, says Smith's Hist. of N. J., 151. There was surveyed for Samuel Borden a tract of 200 acres "at Hatt's Plantation on the northwest side of the road from Burlington to Shrowsburry," Feb. 21, 1681-2.--N. J. Archives, XXI., 350. This tract was conveyed by his administrators about 1694.--Ib., 372. Administration on the estate in West Jersey of Samuel Borden was granted Feb. 8, 1692-3, to Francis Rawle, of Philadelphia, merchant, principal creditor of the deceased; Thomas Budd, of Philadelphia, and John Budd, of Burlington, were bondsmen for the administrator.--Burlington Records, p. 19; N. J. Archives, XXIV., 46. Francis Rawle, administrator of the estate of Samuel Borden, of Pennsylvania, dec'd, and Thomas Woodroof, of Salem, late of London, conveyed to James Antram, of Mansfield, Burlington, yeoman, one twenty-fourth of a share of the Province, bought by Woodroof of Borden.--Ib., 454. Was this the same person?

3. viii. Benjamin2, born May, 1649; died 1718; married Abigail Grover, Sept. 22, 1670.

ix. Amey2, b. Feb., 1654; d. Feb. 5, 1684; married William Richardson, of Flushing, L. I. She had three sons.

x. Mary2, b. April -, 1656; married John Cook, son of Thomas, of Providence, R. I., and died before 1691.

Third Generation.

2. Francis2 Borden was a freeman of Portsmouth in 1655. He removed to Shrewsbury, N. J., in 1665, or soon after. The first Friends' meeting in New Jersey is said to have been held at his house, in 1672. The court was held at his house, Sept. 3, 1678. He married Jane Vicars, 12th of 4th mo., 1677. He d. in Shrewsbury, 19th 1st mo., 1704-5. His will, dated May 24, 1703, describes him as of Shrewsbury, yeoman. In it he devises lands patented March 25, 1687, and other tracts bought May 4, 1696, and of his brother, John Borden, April 7, 1700; also property in the Parish of Goudherst (Goldhurst), Kent, England, inherited from Francis Fowle, of Cranbrook, county of Kent, by his will of October 8, 1632. This is suggestive of the origin of the Borden family, although Fowle was probably a connection or an ancestor in the maternal line. Francis Borden appointed his wife and his son Francis executors of his will. His personal estate was inventoried at œ106, 11, 6.--East Jersey Wills, Lib. 1, p. 151. The "Jean Borden" who in 1707 was induced to contribute œ3 toward a fund said to be for the purpose of bribing Lord Cornbury, then Governor, to do justice to the people, was probably the widow of Francis Borden.--Austin, as cited; Hist. Burlington and Mercer Counties, 454; N. J. Archives, III., 214; Shrewsbury Friends' Records. He made a codicil to his will, dated Feb. 18, 1705, and the will and codicil were proved May 9, 1706. Many references to Francis Borden are to be found in N. J. Archives, XXI. In the early records this name usually appears as Burden or Burdein.

The children of Francis Borden and Jane Vicars were (all b. at Shrewsbury):

4. i. Richard3, b. 11th of 2d mo., 16-; m. Mary -; d. April 6, 1759, at Shrewsbury.

5. ii. Francis3, b. 1st of 9th mo., 1680; m. Mary -; d. at Evesham, Burlington county. His will was proved April 6, 1759.

iii. Joyce3, b. 4th of 4th mo., 1682; m. John Hance, junior, b. 11th 3d mo., 1683; d. Feb. 26, 1728-9; she d. Feb. 4, 1722-3. She and her husband were buried in the old Rumson burying ground, their gravestones being perfectly preserved, although the oldest in the yard. Issue: 1. Joseph; 2. John, named in the will of Francis Borden; 3. Joyce, who married Zebulon Dickason; and perhaps others.

6. iv. Thomas3, b. 4th of 12th mo., 1684; d. Sept. 28, 1764; m Margaret -.

3. Benjamin2 Borden married Abigail Grover (dau. of James Grover, senior, of Middletown), Sept. 22, 1670; she d. Jan. 8, 1720, aged 66 years. He probably removed from Portsmouth, R. I., soon after making the purchase of lands in Shrewsbury, in 1665, and settled at the latter place, being allotted Lot No. 29 of "the lotts of Middleton," Dec. 30, 1667, and the next day Lot No. 23, in "the lotts that are in the Poplar feild and the mountany feild."--Town Book of Old Middletown, 1. He was allowed, April 9, 1670, to take up nine acres elsewhere in lieu of Lot No. 23, "considering the badnes of it being throwne up to make good some other lotts."--Ib., 10. He was admitted, July 8, 1670, as one of the associate patentees. He contributed œ6 toward the purchase, and was allotted one share. The court was held at his house in Shrewsbury, in 1676. He was a Justice of the Peace in 1685. In 1692 and 1694 he was elected to the Assembly from Middletown, and in 1695 and 1698 as one of the six members from Monmouth county. In 1693 he was appointed by act of the Assembly to be one of the Road Commissioners for Monmouth County, a position he still held in 1711. He was one of three men "legally Chosen (Jan. 1, 1695-6) to meet the men of the other towns of the County to Assess . . . . the tax or Rate that is to be Raised for the Support of the Government," to which office (corresponding with the "chosen freeholder" of to-day) he was re-elected in 1697-8.--Town Book, 32-33. The records of conveyances show that he was a large landholder; some of his purchases were as follows: Oct. 21, 1676--return of survey for tract in the allotment of Cohanzick; 1677-8, Feb. 28--patent for same, 300 acres; he was then a weaver, of Middletown; June 20, 1677--patent for 351 acres at Middletown; Jan. 22, 1687--patent for 150 acres in Monmouth county; March 28, 1688--he was the owner of 1-20th of 1-48th of East Jersey; May 1, 1695--patent for 240 acres at Crosswicks, and 30 acres at Barnegat; Oct. 5, 1696--deed for 560 acres in Monmouth county.--N. J. Archives, XXI., 27, 113, 116, 235, 297, 542, 556, 566. In 1716 he appears to have been of Evesham, Burlington county, when he conveyed lands to his son Joseph, of Freehold. In 1718, being then of Auchweas, Burlington county, he conveyed lands to his son James.--Austin, as cited; Old Times in Old Monmouth, 170, 171, 207, 208, 249; N. J. Archives, XXI., 158-61. His children were:

i. Richard3, b. Jan. 9, 1672; married Mary Worthley, April 7, 1695. Probably on account of some of the political troubles of the day, the Attorney General was directed in 1734 to file an information against him. In 1739 he was of Chester, Burlington county. In 1750 he resided at Evesham, Burlington county. He had a suit in chancery against Richard Stout, but his solicitor, John Coxe, threw up the case in a huff, saying that he could not get justice from Gov. Belcher, the Chancellor ex-officio.--N. J. Archives, XIV., 505; XI., 580; VII., 542-3, 547.

ii. Benjamin3, b. April 6, 1675. He settled at Middletown, Monmouth county. He bought, Jan. 8, 1700, of Anthony Woodward, a tract of 1,000 acres of the great Dockwra patent, south of Arneytown.--Hist. Burlington and Mercer Counties, 454. When the court of sessions at Middletown, on March 25, 1701, arraigned Moses Butterworth for piracy, and he confessed that he had sailed with Capt. William Kidd on his last voyage, Benjamin Borden and his brother Richard were conspicuous among the thirty or forty men who dashed into the court room to rescue the prisoner. The two Bordens were arrested by the constables, but a hundred men quickly rallied, and they were rescued from the officers' grasp, though wounded in the mel‚e, and the rioters turned the tables by imprisoning the Governor (Col. Andrew Hamilton), the Court, the Attorney General and the court officers for four days, in token of their contempt for the waning authority of the Proprietary Government.--Monmouth County Records, Book of Minutes No. 1, quoted in "Old Times in Old Monmouth," 263; N. J. Archives, II., 362-3. Benjamin Borden and James Borden were among the petitioners in 1701 for a Royal instead of a Proprietary Governor.--N. J. Archives, II., 396. He was the agent for the receipt of the Monmouth county taxes in 1705 and 1706.--Ib., III., 351-2. Administration on the estate of Benjamin Borden, of Evesham township, Burlington county, yeoman, was granted June 6, 1728, to Susannah Borden, his widow. The inventory of his personal estate amounted to œ222, 10, 10 1/2.--East Jersey Wills, Liber 2, p. 532.

7. iii. James3, b. Sept. 6, 1677; m. Mary -. The will of James Borden, of Freehold township, Monmouth county, is dated Dec. 23, 1727, and was proved Feb. 22, 1730-31. His personal estate was inventoried at œ115, 16, 10.

iv. Rebecca3, b. June 8, 1680; d. young.

v. Safety3, b. Sept. 6, 1682; m. Martha -.

vi. Amey3, b. March 4, 1684.

8. vii. Joseph3, b. May 12, 1687; m. his cousin, Susannah Grover; he is said to have also m. Ann Conover; he d. Sept. 22, 1765.

viii. Jonathan3, b. April 14, 1690. He was living at Chester, Burlington county, in 1739.

ix. David3, b. March 8, 1692; d. young.

x. Samuel3, b. April 8, 1696.

Fourth Generation.

4. Richard3 Francis2 Richard1 Borden, b. 11th of 2nd mo., 16--; m. Mary -; d. April 6, 1759, at Shrewsbury. Issue:

i. Francis4, b. Aug. 5, 1717; m. Mary -, Oct. 29, 1740; d. Sept. 11, 1782, at Mansfield.

5. Francis3 Francis2 Richard1 Borden, b. Nov. 1, 1680; m. Mary -; his will was signed Feb. 3, 1753; proved April 6, 1759; d. 1759, at Evesham, Burlington County. Issue (b. in Shrewsbury):

i. Elizabeth4, b. 6th mo. 5th, 1707; m. Thomas White, 1724-5.

ii. Jane4, b. 6th of 7th mo., 1708; m. Amos White.

9. iii. Francis4, b. 24th of 12th mo.; 1709-10; m. Lydia (b. 11th mo. 1714-15, dau. of Thomas and Patience Tucker) Wooley, 4th 3d mo., 1732; his will, dated March 12, 1784, proved October 21, 1784, describes him as of Nottingham, Burlington county.

iv. John4, b. 23d of 11th mo., 1710-11; m. Elizabeth -, 1736; d. 1772.

v. Amey4, b. 6th of 12th mo., 1714; m. Samuel Scott, 14th 2d mo., 1736.

vi. Mary4, b. 21st of 6th mo., 1717; m. William Bills, 22d 3d mo., 1735.

10. vii. Thomas4, b. 27th of 4th mo., 1719; m. Mary, dau. of Philip and Catharine (Webley) Edwards, 29th 5th mo., 1742; his will, dated July 25, 1788, was proved Sept. 6, 1788.

viii. Jeoms4, b. 4th of 8th mo., 1722. He advertised a farm for sale at Evesham, Burlington county, adjoining his own, in March, 1766.--N. J. Archives, XXV., 55. A vendue of his farm stock was advertised by his executors for October 28, 1771.--Ib., 27: 610.

6. Thomas3 Francis2 Richard1 Borden, b. 4th of 12th mo., 1684; d. Sept. 28, 1764; m. Margaret -. Issue:

11. i. Jeremiah4, b. July 1, 1711; d. 8 mo., 5th, 1754; m. Esther Tilton (b. 10th of 3rd mo., 1722), dau. of Thomas and Faith (Lawrence) Tilton, 7th of 5th mo., 1746; she m. 2d, Amos White, 17th of 12th mo., 1761, and d. Aug. 11, 1777.

ii. Joseph4, m. Hannah (? Bennett, m. l. Jan. 25, 1757).

12. iii. Richard4, m. Hannah Tilton (b. 24th of 4th mo., 1726). June 22, 1758. His will, dated March 25, 1791, was proved Oct. 3, 1803.

iv. Benjamin4, m., Dec. 29, 1757, Rebecca Tilton (b. 4th of 5th mo., 1720). D. s. p.

v. Samuel4.

It will be observed that Jeremiah, Richard and Benjamin, three brothers, married three sisters.

7. James3 Benjamin2 Richard1 Borden, b. Sept. 6, 1677; m. Mary -. In his will he names children:

i. Richard4.

ii. Innocent4, m. John Bozworth, of Burlington county, marriage license dated July 13, 1734.

iii. Joseph4.

iv. Phebe4, prob. m. Benjamin Gardiner, of Burlington county, marriage license dated May 18, 1737.

v. Rebeckah4.

vi. Abigaill4.

vii. Mary4.

viii. Hellen4.

ix. Ann4.

8. Joseph3 Benjamin2 Richard1 Borden, born May 12, 1687; m. Susannah Grover in 1717; she d. March 11, 1744, in her 58th year. He d. Sept. 22, 1765. Sailing in a coasting vessel (probably his own) from Shrewsbury, he came to Farnsworth's Landing, Burlington county, in 1719, and determined to locate there. On March 3, 1724, he bought from Samuel Farnsworth a tract of 105 acres of land on the Delaware, to which he added by subsequent purchases until he owned nearly the whole site of the future Bordentown. As early as 1722 he had become interested in the erection of a bloomary forge on Black's Creek, Burlington county. In 1724 his place on the Delaware was known as "Burden's Landing," but by 1739 it was called "Burden's Town," whence the transition to "Burdentown" and "Bordentown" was easy. Joseph Borden was appointed one of the Quorum Justices for Burlington county in 1739. In 1740 he started a "Stage Wagon to carry Passengers or Goods, between Perth-Amboy and Bordens-Town," in order to develop the latter place and make it an important point on the route from Philadelphia to New York. This stage route was kept up by him and his son Joseph for twenty years or more. He gave the site for the Friends' meeting house in 1740, and Aug. 5, 1751, conveyed to the Baptists, for a nominal consideration (œ5), the site for a church and burying ground. He opened a store, and carried on a general mercantile trade many years; laid out streets, erected what was then considered a splendid mansion, and in other ways manifested a most enterprising spirit, and a confidence in the future of Bordentown. "As he was esteemed for his public, so he also was for his private Worth, he being a kind Neighbour, and a sincere Friend; a tender Husband, and an affectionate Farent," says the newspaper which announced his death.--Hist. Burlington and Mercer Counties, 456, 458-9; History of Iron in All Ages, by J. M. Swank, 2d ed., 1892, 157; N. J. Archives, XI., 342, 586, note, 587; XII., 22, note, 171; XV., 98; XXIV., 651.

His children were:

i. Anna4, m. the Rev. Joshua Potts, pastor of the Baptist church at South Hampton, Bucks county, Pa.

13. ii. Joseph4, b. Aug. 1, 1719; m. Elizabeth Rogers; d. April 8, 1791, in his 72d year.

iii. Rebecca4, m. Joseph Brown, perhaps a physician near Bordentown, at whose inn Benjamin Franklin stopped in 1723 when on his journey from Boston to Philadelphia.

iv. Hannah4, m. John Lawrence, of Monmouth, marriage license dated April 26, 1731; m. 2d, James Seabrook. See affirmation of Silvanus Grover, of Middletown, a Quaker, in Liber D., p. 154, of records at Perth Amboy.

v. Elizabeth4, m. Thomas Douglass, of Monmouth, marriage license dated Jan. 9, 1734.

vii. Amey4, m. Thomas Potts, who bought the iron works on Black's Creek, Feb. 1, 1725.

viii. Abigail4, m. 1st, - Clayton; 2d, Micajah How, son of Micajah and Martha How; he was Sheriff of Hunterdon county, and one of the judges of the Court of Common Fleas of that county.

Fifth Generation.

9. Francis4 Francis3 Francis2 Richard1 Borden, of Nottingham, Burlington county, b. 24th of 12th mo., 1709-10; m. Lydia Woolley. Issue:

i. Joseph5 m. Rebecca Middleton, of Nottingham, in Chesterfield Monthly Meeting, 15th of 2d mo., 1759.

ii. Thomas5.

iii. Francis5, b. 1743; m. 24th of 2d mo., 1763, Elizabeth (b. 14th of 11th mo., 1745), dau. of Josiah and Margaret (Woolley) Parker; she d. 27th of 2d mo., 1788. His will, dated March 5, 1799, was proved March 13, 1802. He lived at Allentown, Monmouth county. Children: 1. Margaret, b. Nov. 9, 1763; m. Samuel Allen; 2. Lydia, b. Jan. 7, 1765; m. - Pew; 3. William, b. July 15, 1767; m. Lucy Harrison; 4. Josiah, b. Nov. 10, 1769; m. Mary (b. Feb. 13, 1779, dau. of Aaron) Robbins; d. March 2, 1826; she d. Sept. 1, 1861; 5. Daniel, b. Nov. 17, 1771; m. Rhoda Stout; 6. Asher, b. Aug. 7, 1773; m. Mrs. Ann Mellon; 7. Sarah, b. Nov. 5, 1775; m. Thomas Black; 8. Elizabeth, b. Feb. 4, 1778; m. Thomas Tooley; 9. Francis, b. March 20, 1779; m. 1st, Mary Erwin, and 2d, Letitia Erwin; 10. Edward. b. March 23, 1784; d. unm.; 11. Samuel, b. April 28, 1785; m. and had children, John, James, Asher, Thomas; 12. (by a second wife), Morris Johnson Woolley, b. Aug. 20, 1794.

iv. James5, m. Susan Robbins. He lived in Salem county. She was b. June 12, 1754; d. Oct. 5, 1823. Children: 1. Patience, b. Aug. 14, 1775; m. John (son of Williams and Ann Levis) Lloyd; d. 1817; 2. Ann, b. June 14, 1778; m. John Hance (b. Aug. 20, 1762), Dec. 15, 1800; d. May 28, 1856; he d. Aug. 13, 1827; 3. Lydia, b. Jan. 14, 1781; m. - Woolley; 4. Ruth, b. Aug. 19, 1785; m. - Tiler; 5. Asher, b. Sept. 19, 1790; 6. James, b. April 10, 1794; 7. John, b. April 9, 1797.

v. Rhoda5, m. - Robbins.

vi. Mary5, m. James Lawrie, 15th of 11th mo., 1759.

vii. Lydia5, m. James Ford.

viii. Hannah5, m. John Hawkins.

10. Thomas4 Francis3 Francis2 Richard1 Borden, b. 27th of 4th mo., 1719; m. Mary Edwards, 29th of 5th mo., 1742. Issue:

i. Amos5, m., 1st mo. 8th, 1768, Rachel Woolley, dau. of Rachel White (dau. of Amos White and Jane Borden) and Thomas Woolley. She survived her husband and m. 2d, James Parker. Children: 1. Mary, m. Aug. 28, 1802, Hugh Boude; 2. Aaron; 3. Thomas; 4. Amos.

ii. Philip5.

iii. Thomas5, prob. m. Hannah Woolley, marriage license dated Jan. 12, 1780. He and his wife Hannah signed a deed April 18, 1796.

11. Jeremiah4 Thomas3 Francis2 Richard1 Borden, b. July 1, 1711; m. Esther Tilton (b. 10th of 3rd mo., 1722), 7th of 5th mo., 1746; d. 8 mo., 5th, 1754; she d. Aug. 11, 1777. Issue:

ii. Rebecca5, b. March 22, 1749; m., 10th mo. 14th, 1767, John Woolley, of Shrewsbury. Children: 1. Jeremiah; 2. Robert; 3. Rachel, m. Thomas Hance; 4. Esther, m. Ebenezer Hance.

iii. Hester5, b. Oct. 9, 1754; m. 3d mo. 4th, 1770, Capt. Richard Lippincott (b. 1745, d. 1826). Child: Esther, m. George Taylor Dennison.

iv. Jeremiah5, b. Dec. 30, 1750; d. Sept. 7, 1777.

v. Samuel5, b. Nov. 10, 1752; d. Sept. 11, 1777; m. -. Children: 1. Elizabeth, m. Feb. 5, 1797, Josiah Parker; 2. Esther.

12. Richard4 Thomas3 Francis2 Richard1 Borden and Hannah Tilton had issue:

i. Sarah5, b. April 11, 1759; m. John De Bow.

ii. Thomas5, b. Nov. 6, 1760; d. Sept. 17, 1848, s. p.

iii. Rachel5, b. Feb. 16, 1763; m. Thomas Cook, of Point Pleasant; d. March 7, 1811.

iv. Benjamin5, b. Dec. 22, 1766; m. Mary, dau. of Williams and Ann (Levis) Lloyd; d. March 18, 1849.

13. Joseph4 Joseph3 Benjamin2 Richard1 Borden, junior, b. Aug. 1, 1719; m. Elizabeth, dau. of Samuel and Mary Rogers, of Allentown. New Jersey; died at Bordentown, April 8, 1791. She was b. July 10, 1725; d. Nov. 2, 1807. He was actively engaged from early manhood in his father's extensive business enterprises, especially the stage boat and stage wagon from Philadelphia to Perth Amboy, via Bordentown, until his advancing years caused him to retire from active life, in 1788. In 1748 tickets for a lottery for the benefit of St. Mary's Church, Burlington, were to be had from him. He was appointed a Justice of the Peace in 1749, and a Judge in 1757 and again in 1767. In 1761 he was elected to the Assembly as one of the two members for Burlington county, and served until 1769, evidently occupying a conspicuous position among his colleagues. In 1765 the Assembly elected him as one of the three deputies to represent New Jersey in the Stamp Act Congress, at New York, and he and Hendrick Fisher signed the appeal of that Congress to the King and Parilament, urging the repeal of the Act. The Assembly heartily approved of their conduct. He was chosen as one of the members of the first Provincial Congress, which met at New Brunswick, July 2, 1774, to send delegates to the Continental Congress. In the ensuing February he was selected by his fellow citizens as one of the Committee of Observation for Burlington County, and later as a member of the Provincial Congress held at Trenton in May, June and August, 1775. This body appointed him one of the Committee of Safety, which was vested with executive power during the recess of the Provincial Congress. Early in 1776 he was commissioned Colonel of the First Regiment of Burlington County militia, but he resigned, Sept. 28, 1776, when he was appointed Quartermaster, for which position his business experience and abilities rendered him peculiarly well qualified. He was appointed Judge of the Common Pleas, Sept. 11, 1776, and again Sept. 28, 1781. He was one of the promoters of the episode made famous by Francis Hopkinson in his poem on the "Battle of the Kegs," when it was designed to blow up the British vessels in the Delaware near Bordentown by a rude sort of torpedoes made of kegs filled with powder, which were sent floating down the river shortly before daylight on Jan. 7, 1778, and were expected to explode on coming in contact with the war vessels, having certain mechanical attachments to ensure such result. Unfortunately for the success of the enterprise, the vessels were hauled into their docks the night before the kegs were set loose. The British soon after raided Bordentown, and Judge Borden's handsome residence was laid waste by fire. May 10, 1778. He was liberally educated, had a fine presence, and was highly influential in the community. In 1762-3 he ran a line of stageboats between Bordentown and Philadelphia. It may be noted here that in some works it is stated that Joseph Borden m. in 1750 Elizabeth, daughter of Marmaduke Watson, a widow. But the will of Elizabeth Borden, wid. of Joseph Borden, dated September 15, 1798, proved November 5, 1807, names her dau. Ann Hopkinson and her three daus.; Elizabeth, "dau. of my brother Isaac Rogers, lately deceased," and grandson, Joseph Hopkinson.--Hist. Burlington and Mercer Counties, 467;; N. J. Archives, XII., 442; XVI., 89; XVII., 137, 455; XXIV., 89, 210, 654-5, 683; XXV., 103; N. Y. Public Library Bulletin, I., 104; Gordon's Hist. N. J., 140; Penn. Mag. of Hist. and Biog., IX., 435. Issue:

i. Mary5, b. July 21, 1744; m. Thomas McKean, of Newcastle, Del., marriage license dated July 21, 1763; d. March 12, 1773, in her 29th year. Thomas McKean was one of the Delaware Signers of the Declaration of Independence. He was elected Governor of Pennsylvania in 1799, 1802 and 1805, serving nine stormy years. He d. June 24, 1817, aged 83 yrs., 2 mos. and 25 days.

ii. Ann5, b. Jan. 24, 1745-6; d. June 9, 1746.

iii. Ann5 ("Nancy"), b. May 9, 1747; married Francis Hopkinson (afterwards one of the Signers of the Declaration of Independence), Sept. 1, 1768. For the announcement of the marriage, in the flowery language of the day, see N. J. Archives, X., 427, note and hereinafter, in the sketch of Francis Hopkinson.

iv. Amey5, b. Oct. 30, 1749; bap. in Christ church, Shrewsbury, April 8, 1750, "at the age of 5 months," says the record; d. Aug. 31, 1751.

v. Letitia5, b. July 29, 1751; d. June 30, 1753.

vi. Joseph5, born June 23, 1755. He was an ardent patriot during the Revolution, being Captain of a troop of light-horse, which he raised in Burlington county. He was wounded at the battle of Germantown, in 1777. but although his injury inconvenienced him the rest of his life, he repeatedly volunteered for active service when he felt he could be of use to the cause. He was a United States loan officer, and was appointed one of the commissioners to sell lands confiscated to the State for treason. He married, Nov. 26, 1778. Mary, daughter of Langhorne Biles, of Bucks county, Pa. He died Oct. 16, 1788, leaving one child, Elizabeth Borden, who married Azariah Hunt, of Hopewell, N. J. Mr. Borden was appointed by the Legislature a Continental Loan Officer for New Jersey, Feb. 7, 1777; and a Judge and Justice of the Peace for Burlington county, Sept. 28, 1781.

Many of the dates given above are from a Borden Family Record, entered in a Concordance of the Holy Scriptures, the property (1901) of Benjamin Borden, and printed in 1706. For these dates the writer is indebted to John P. Hutchinson, Esq., of Bordentown. The Rev. William White Hance, of Palenville, N. Y., has also revised and corrected the proofs of the above sketch of the Borden family, and has furnished many data.
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